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JosN or TlruRAN
ON rnB CnparroN oF THE 

'WoRLD

(S tanzas  1 -150 ) -

Translated by Michael  E, .  Stone

J o h n  
( Y o v h u n n ö s )  c a m e  l ' r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e  o l ' T l k u r a n  i n  t h e

J  reg io r t  o i  A l j n iK  i n  A r rnen ia .  He  r , r ' i t s  C r tho l i cos  o f  S i s  t l - 195 -
1535 )  and  wro te  a  subs ta r r t i a l  co rpus  o f  l y r i c .  r e l i g i ous  and

narrat ivc poetry.  The poem of  which the f i rs t  1-50 stanzas are

translated here.  is  a narrat ive of  the s ix  days of  creat ion and of
the l ives of  Adan-r  and Eve and thei r  descendants.  I t  has been

translated twice before.  once by James Russel l  on the basis  of  a

c l i f fe lent  text  ancl  once b1 '  the present  wr i ter . '

We base our  work on Boghar ian 's  edi t ion^ and our
interpretat ion d i f lers at  müny points f rom Russel l 's .  Our
previous t ranslat ion st ressed the h is tory of  the t radi t ions

embeclded in the poem and was provided wi th an extensive
commentary studying those sources.  The present  t ranslat ion,

however.  aspi res rather  to t ransmit  in  Engl ish a feel i r rg of  the

l i ter -ary qual i ty  ancl  re l ig ious sent imcnt  of  the or ig inal .

Th i s  t l uns l a t i on  i s  hasc t l  pa r t l y  on  t he  uu tho r ' s  2000  puh l i ca t i on  hy

pe ln r i s s i on  o f  t hc  pu l r l i shc r .  E . J .  B r i l l  o l ' Le i den -  A t t  ea r l i e r  s t udy  was  M .E .

Stt>nc.  "Some Remarks or t  Vrr . rn Stelcmott  A. i . rarhi  fOn the Creat ion of  the

World I  by Yovhirnncs Tlkur l r r i i . "  in  J.J.S.  Weitenbcrg,  cd. .  Nen'

Approut 'hes to Met l iewt l  Armenian Lungutt ,u,a und Li terature (Dutch Studies

in Arrrrcnian Languagc and Li terature 3) .  , ' \mstcrdam & At l i rnta:  Rodopi .

199.s .  6 - r -78 .  t
Te rt :  N. Polrr i i rn IBoghrrr ianl.  f ,r t l t , t ,  t ' , , ,1,f  1, (fu1,, )  3r, ' f  1ui,1,1,,r

5,, , , t , , , , t  l , t ,e lPoctrr ol '  Yovhannös Tlkurancti i .  Jerusalcm: Sl. James Press.

l9-58. Translat ions: J.R. Russcl l .  Yt)t  h(tnn(\ TlLuruntt i  antl  the Mediaev'al
ArnL,niun Lt 'r ic Trudit i t l r  (University of Pcnnsylvania Armcnian Texts and
Stucl ics 7). Atlanta: Scholars Press. I  987. I  76- I  8.1. M.E. Stone'.  '"Selections

f r r rn i  (J l  t l t t  Cr ' t  ( r t i t ' t t  t ' l  thc  Wr t r l l  by  Yr r r  h lnnFs T l l . ,u runc i :  T runs la t ion
and Conruren tary . "  in  Car t  Andcrson.  Michzre l  S tone and Joh i tnnes  Tromp.
ecls..  Litaruturc t tn Atlunt und Evt: Crt l lccttd Essals. (Stucl ia in Veteris
Tes t r rn ren t i  Pseudep igr l ; rha  l -5 ) .  Le iden:  Br i l l .  2000.  167-211.
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In the prologue the poem is characterized as a commentary

on Genesis: the chief references to the biblical text are given in

the notes.

C . O M  M E N T A R v  O N  G N N  E S I S 2

l .  I  a m  J o h n ,  a  h u m b l e  s o u l -  m Y  n a m e  i s

Tulkuranii.
I freely undertook to gather things memorable

fbr me.
5. Here in br ief  fbrm, I  col lected them, from

Moses '  Genes is .
Explained by Varclan vardapet,'J cr'rlled from the

insoired Fathers.

ITHE BEGINNINGI  
l

I
The creator is beginning's beginning; the Maker is eternal God.

This he revealed to Moses too on Horeb-Sinait ic mount'

Michael  E.  Stone

In the beginning God create
God alone is  wi thout

incomprehensib le.

Earth was inv is ib le;7 there r

seen,
And the water covered this

And  tha t  Sc r i p tu re  says  i t
and no plants.

No t rees,  no mor"rnta ins.
s w i m m i n g  b e i n g s .

"Darkness"  upon the dee'
e lements.

"The deep" is  the waters '  n i

The spirit of God was mo\
ef f icac ious waters: ' '

It is unfitt ing that the Hebre

t  
1 . . . .  t u  Moses  on  S ina i :  t ha t  i s .  i

' '  
G n  l : l

t  
G n  l ' l

( r l l  l : ,

L r n  l : l

' t '  
G n  l  ' 2

l l'  
Reference to the waters ot 'bapt i

l2 
In th.  Hebrew ancl  Greek bib l ic

w t n o

Assuredly, the gods
chattered:

Misled by many gods.

2
are r idiculous, of  which the idle tales

they spoke fool ish and improper things.

3
And they l ie saying that created things-heaven and snll-21s

sel l ' -crcated
Because of that, in the cloud 

\ 
revealed all this to the prophet' ' '

2 
Thanks zrrc expressed to Abraha.r Terian. who made a number of helpful

suggestlol ls.
3  

D is t ingu ished med ieva l  Armen ian  scho lar  (ca '  1200-1271) '
t  

W" hou. supplied this subti t le to bring this section into accord with the

other sections of the work.



Michael  E.  Stone

a

In the beginning God created6 things not without time or date;
God alone is without beginning, without qual i ty and

incomprehensible.

-5
1

Earth was inv is ib le; '  there was no l ight  yet ;  i t  was st i l l  not  to  be

seen.
And the water covered this earth; visible man not yet formed.

53

And that Scripture says it was
and no p lants,

No  t rees .  no  moun ta ins ,  no
s w i m m i n g  b e i n g s .

"Darkness" upon
elements.

"The deep" is the

o
unpreparedo-no ornament yet,

f ie lds;  no crawl ing and no

1
the deep' [means] the shadowy shade

waters' name, and the unfathomable depths

of

8
The spirit of God was moving about,r0 bestowing grace on the

e[{ ' icac ious waters:"
I t  is  unf i t t ing that  the Hebrews and Greeks say "wind". r r

t  
I ." . .  tn Moses on Sinai: that is. in Cenesis.

h ^  t
( t n  l :  I

t  G n  r , 2
t  G n  r , 2
'  G n  l : 2
l { l  ̂

( r n  l : l
'  

Ref-erence to the waters of baptism.
l l  

In th" Hebrew and Grcck bibl ical texts, the wori l  for "spir i t"  can also signify
"w ind" .
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9

the beginning God made"r ' '

Father,
the distinct Person of the

same will as the Father'

SLINDAY

10
'"in the beginning" of creation is not

of  humans.
the One who made l theml knows

being or were made.

good.
l 2

' t G n  
l , l

l4  
Vur iont  reading.  Thc- edi t ion has "herc" '

t t  
G n  1 , 3

l6 
Vür iant  reading is  " the bad" '

ST. NERSESS THEOLOGICAL REVIEW

revelation of the increate

Spirit; Creator and of the

t

known to us, the race

when theY came into

"In

And

The

But

l s a

Holy

l l

And i t  says. ' " 'God said,  
'Let  there be l ight" ' '  and i t

scattered":
And. moreover. the supremely good One testif ied that it is

was

truly

By it. wonders became visible' ways and all works'

Fro* tt," good it separates the evil and it shows forth the

beaut i ful .  
'n

l 3

It would be rmproper and unfitting were there no light at all;

Glory to him who bestows good things' perpetually and

inexhaust iblYl

1 4

The creator and increate Light made the beginning from light;

E;;"i"g and morning,rT and then the day is completed'

5 5
Michael E. Stone

He told the waters
out;

The seas withdrew
from there'

He made it f lYing'

He placed it as

count less.

And the second

companies;
Threefold high

glorif iers.

l 6

Higher than the firmament he built a further arch'

NJislender and not thick-even and singular ly smooth'

t 1

He made the firmament and he set it as a division

Of the upper and lower waters; a point not close nor distant'

MoNoav

l 5
to separate ancl the command was carried

to the depths. and the springs flowed forth

l 8
perpetually moving and not stopping'

a vault foi the luminaries, innumerable and

r9
fiery heaven, dwelling of the incorporeal

priests, nine-fold companies and perpetual

20
Angels and archangels, dominions are our guardians'

Ruiers. powers, lordships-an invirrcible host'

21
Seraphs and Cherubs and Thrones always royal'

Watchers, huppy natures, servants of the Holy Trinity'

' t  
G n  1 , 5
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22
The third heaven's inaccessible. where the divine Lord resides,
Which Paul  says that  he saw, unut terable and inef fable.  

I8

23
An-gels and heavens and light are creations of two natures,
The ethereal and the f iery, unending and inexhaustible.

TUESDAY T

24
And the dry land appeared: 'o  ar id i ty-dampness 's  seal l
He said, "Let the earth bring forth'" trees and plants,

vegetation."

25
Fruit trees came into being, and flowers for adornment of men,
For eating and satiety. as pleasure for the eyes.

We,oNe,soav

26
And on the fourth day, Ifor] the scattered and dilated Iight
He made ethereal  p i tchers:  he col lected the l ight  in to vessels.

The

The

21
clear one he gave to the sun and the middling damp to the
moon:

other, thick one to the host of stars, both fixed and
movins.

t8 
2 cor l2'.2

' ' G n  
1 , 9

t t ' G n  
r , r r - l 2

Michael E. Stone

28
By day and by night the sun is dominant,
When it  sets, night fal ls; when it  shines, there is daylight.

29
Darkness is not a reality, light is existent and very necessary;
When the light wanes, the shadows of the elements grow strong.

30
The sun goes in a c i rcu lar  mot ion,  and the rnoon in a s l id ing

crawl :
The stars,  both f ixed and moving,  run in  jumps.

3 l
The sun is  the source of  l ight  and the moon has two entr ies;
I t  receives l ight  f rom the sun,  or  i t 's  a vei l  that  opens and c loses.

32
They are guides and measures, of both years and ntonths.
Of hours and ages, of the orbits' points of repose.

? ?

5 l

When the sun descends in Capricorn,
nadi r 's  point ;

[When i t  descends into]  the sout l r .  i t
r ipeness of fruit.

we have winter and the

is  summer,  the t ime of

THURSDAY

34
On the fif ih day the Creator, the uncreated Maker,
Told the waters to give birth to great whales and swimming

th ings . r l

t '  
Gn l  ' 20-2  |
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35
The marine dragon Leviathan came into being first of all;
A type of Satan, he wil l  be ki l led on the day of the Coming."

36
Unnumbered, countless whales and swimming things mult iply

in the waters:
They have no care tbr their offspring; they always forget at

birth.
t

3 1
Similarly also the birds of the air, those that live in the waters,
Leave their eggs in the sea, the nestlings are hatched without

care.

3 8
The earth produces cattle, beasts and winged birds,2l
Amazing forms, that men wonder to see.

3 9
Flowers and medicinal roots relieve those in pain;
But if eaten too much. become a cause of death.

40
Likewise the packs of wild beasts were not made to eat men;
At the start they were obedient, under human dominion.

4 I
Before Adam sinned, they bore no hostile grudge;
The leopard, the lion, wolf and bear, were at one with the sheep.

42
They ate the fruit of the trees, all the cattle and the deer;
Beasts, reptiles and birds were friendly, loving after their kind.

t t  
Cornpu." Rv l2 ancl 20:2

t t  
G n  1 , 2 4

Michael  E.  Stone

43
The deer are the mounta ins '  adornment  and a l l  the swarming

thrngs in  the waters.
They are a comfort and encouragement for sailors and for

travellers.

11

The yaralezra and the centaur, the foul-mouthecl chimera,

Some assert-some deny-their existence, men know not if

they ex is t .2s

45
In the depths of  th is  wor ld are devi l ish beasts wi th deadly

breath:
When the Lord ch:tstises us. their smell is fatal poison.

46

There is  a sea around th is  wor ld and i ts  name is  Andlandik l

The clouds draw water thence. and no person or ships cross it.

41

Everything which God made was created for men's honor,

So that when man was created, he would find everything ready.

48

Just  l ike a k ing.  who lov ingly  t reats wi th respect .
F i rs t  adorns h is  house wi th a l l  sor ts  of  su i table goods.

t t  
A .r""tu..  of Armcnian legencl.

l5  
L i tc ra l l y ,  "ex is t  o r  no t " .

5 9
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FntoAy26

49
On the s ix th day,  the Father ,  compassionate lover  of  men,
Spoke wi th the Son,  fbr  l tarure,  "Let  us rnake Aclam. l ike us!"27

50
We are cal led the image of Gocl,28 threefold [yet l  s ingle in

number.
For we are mind. word and spirit; threefold person ancl unitary

huntan.

5 1
And Iwe areJ sirni lar ro him through intel l igence,s ski l l .
Knowledgeable and wise through grace, and immortal  in spir i t ,

rat ional.

5 :
If the Father's person were alone, ,.Let us make" would be

inappropriate,
But his mere will would suffice for all beings to be createcl.

5 3
The Son was not uninfbrmed of his [co]-essential2q Father's

intent:
He descends among us for our sakel0 so we misht become

knowers of all.

-" 
I t  should be observed that in his recital ol Friday, Tlkurani i  has re-orderecl
the  events  o f  cenes is  l - )  con f la t ing  the  two b ib l i ca l  accounts  o f  the  c rea t io '
of human bcings. The order in his account is: the creation ol humans, the
planting of Eden. the creation of Eve. the namin.g of the animals, the tree of

^_ knowledge and, f inal l .y. the four r ivers.
- '  

G n  l : 2 6
] R- -  

G n  1 : 2 6
1 O- -The  

A rmen ian  l i t e ra l l y  means  "essen t i a l " ,  bu t  i n  r he  con tex t  o f  A rmen ian

_. .  t r in i tar ian t  hought.  "co-essent ia l "  I  ea( l r : ]  seems appropr iate.
l r l

Note  m isn r i n t .

Michael  E.  Stone

54'fo man were added seven bressings more than to ar l createcl
beings.

For He nracle them through speech, but hinr with lorcl lv horor.

5 5
"Let us nrake .ne l ike our inrage".r l  ruler of  sensibre bei 'gs.
For He took clust fiom the earth. and breatli.rr a spiritual gitt.

' 5 6

Rational and intel l igent,  and an imntortal ,  eternal spir i t .
Bui lder.  merchant,  planter.  ancr cl iscourser on everrast inc

Div in i tv '  

57
God nracle the ntan Adanr in His holy,  lorcl ly image,
which. i '  the sixth eon, the F.ther 's Son and worcr pur o'

t h l o u g h  t h c  V i r g i n .

5 8
And according to the image of the Spir i t , : t r  man is imrnortal

sp i r i t ;
The Holy Spir i t  is unfathomable. ancl  l ikewise the spir i ts of  nren.

59
Hc made the body f i rst ,  and then the rar ional spir i t .
Lest the created be eye-witness to their  own creatton.

60
He planted the Garden to the east .
Adarn is the nerme of earth" and

-  
and cal led i t  ear th ly  Eden;

Eden is translated the same.

'  
C n  I : 2 6

l r-  
Gn 2 ' .1

t l
G n  I : 2 6

t ' G n  
2 , 8

6 l
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6 1
the third day he planted [Eden],  together with the other
growing trees.
former, IScripture] calls God-planted; the latter, created

only by speech.

63
And he cast slumber upon the man. heaviness and deep sleep;"
He took one of his ribs. and fashioned the cause of birth.-'n

ln flavor and in
this world;

Glory now and
things.

He knew the man's

[him] to death.
God made the good;

With the blessing they
increase;

Likewise also al l  crawl ing
not.

6 Z

diverse color.  i t  IEden] exceeded the trees of

fbrever to the Bestower of boundless good

64
transgression and d id not  wish to del iver

the serpent and Satan taught evil.

65
received a command to grow, to

things-the ruler l ike that which rules

66
With pr ie_st ly  honor he cal led the names of  the animals.

But they-" were called "earthly creatures" by the Creator.

"  Gn 2,22
'u  Gn  2 , z l
t t  

I . " . .  hu rnon  be ings .

Michae l  E .  S tone

6 7
"Earth" means "fear" and "world"-"of repentance".
I f  you are IGod-Jfearing in this world,  you renrain without fear

for ever.

68
The Garden is a place of trees, an orchard with fruitful f' lowers.
I t  is high 3bove this earth: i t  is a six nronths'  journey.

O J

69
The one callecl tree of knowleclge.'tt o ,.."

immorta l i ty .
Was planted because of the man and as a test ot'

o f  death and

his love of  God.

10
The gushing fbrth of the four r ivers, provided ro warer the

garden:re
They were named Pison and Gihon. Tigris and Euphrates.

t l
They water the Garden, for it is even. level;
The tiuit is perl'ect, luminous. always green and does not clrop.

12
The waters run down from the mountain and pass through

val leys and openings:
They enter the cavi t ies of the earth and run under mountains.

1 3
The Pison f iom mount Emawon. in the north east: t"
I t  comes to Indian Apör5ah. where the f ine golcl  is.ar

' ' n  
Gn  1 ,9

I r )' G n  
2 : l 0

f t )
G n  l : l  I

J I' G n  
2 : 1 2
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'14

That the lion-ants guard; and that gold grows.
I t" 'surrounds the southern region, ancl  ends up in the Recl Sea.

1 5
Indeed, the jewel cal led bdel l ium, a red spark, is a ruby;
It is found by night, for it burns and is not extinguished.

16
No-one can hide i t ,  or conceal i t  in a measure.
The corundum is purple; yel low-black is the sapphire.

1 1
The Gihon is front mount Lusin,l3 which rises from the south.aa
It traverses Ethiopia. and Egypt is fattened by it.

l8
The Tigris issues from Hasten canton, from the Oloriana5

vi l lage;
It traverses Mesopotamia, over against Assyria.

7 9
Below Babylon it unites with the Euphrates;
With winding progress they enter the persian Gulf.

80
The Euphrates rises from Karin,t6 and from the two springs of

Oskeank:
Many rivers run into it, many waters unite together.

a2 
1 . . . .  th "  r i ver  P ison.

*-t  
or, tr-too,.,  mountain.

t f ,'  '  
G n  2 : 1 3

*t 
I ." . .  Ol.r.  or Ulor in the regron of HaSteank, in Armenia

*o 
Err.ru-. in present-day l 'urkey.

Michael  E.  Stone

J 1
G n  2 : l - 5

" O,r de...  scc stanza .12. ln another manuscript we reacl . .a guart l ian .f  the
le  

two en t rances" .  Nc i ther  tex t  i s  par t i cuJar ly  luc_ id .
G n  2 :  l 6

t "  
Gn : '2 -5

' '  
G n  r , 7

65

8 l
God put  man in the Garden,aT for  they were created outs ide the

Garden:
From the Creator they receivecl a commancl to work ancl to

guard i t .

82
To work ip to take care. a guardian against the entry of deer,rs
or to be God-fearing-they receive<t the conrmanclment from

fhe Creator.

83
God commancled rnan sweetly, l ' )  wi th fatherly concern."Al l  the frui t  of  the Carden is enough for you ro eat.

The f iui t  of  knowlectg". i ,  unr lpl l i r  is a cause of.death for you.. ,
Adarn and Eve were naked, wifhout shame and heedless..50

8.5
After s inning they recognized their  nakeclness.sr
For sin br ings repentance. i f  one knows how to conf 'ess.

8 6
Satan saw Adam aclorned with lordly glory,
And being gr ieved, laid a rnosr treinäul a,nUush.

8 7
Then he f i rst  deceived the serpent.  ancl  made I i t ]  h is clwei l ing.He pronrisecl  i t  a gi f t .  . ' I  wi l l  make you my sotdier. . .



He saw Eve standing, apart and distant from Adam;

The serpent crawled, so they say; it became a suggestion to Eve'

9052

E,ither with human speech, like wicked Balaam' Beor's son'

Or like the demons who spoke to their ministrants with idols'

tongues.

9r
It said, "Why clo you not eat of all the fruits of this garden?"

For she did not know its plans: God alone knows the heart'

92

She said, "We eat all except for the tree of knowledge'"

It asked and learned from Eve, that that is the cause of death'

93
Again the serPent sPoke to Eve the

destruction.
"He who brought itts herett ate lof it] '  and

God."

ST. NERSESS THEOLOGICAL REVIEW

8 8

word of deceitful

he became mightY

94

And that it (i.e., Scripture) says, "It seemed pleasing""-sin

always Pleases the eYes-

So that she might boast to her husband of glory and great honor'

t '  
V.r." number 89 is lost by a simple error of enumeration in the manuscript

The text continues with verse 90'

" 1.". ,  ,h. tree of knowledge and i ts fruit '
5 'A pluy on the Armenian word for God' which is popularly interpreted as

"He who brought here": i 'e ' ,  into being
- " ' G n  3 : 6

Michael  E.  Stone

9-5
Eve ate in ignorance and Adam in the love tbr his wife:s"
They were stripped of the ineftable light and were'" extremely

miserable.

96
by which they were distanced from

plan; they set the Deceiver's against

o 7

They bel ieved Cod's word was a l ie .  and accepted the serpent 's
word:

They remembered not  the Good One's goodness,  and were
persuaded by the serpent.

9 8
They ate,58 they t ransgressed the commandment.  they wished to

become gods by theft;
When God enquired they spoke impudent ly  and improper ly .

99
The woman whom he should have despised,  cursed and

censured.
He reckoned bet ter  than the Garden and lord ly  g lory.

100
He soLrght for one thiel: alas, three were brought forth;
They made excuses to God.  and became destruct ion 's  chi ldren.

to 
[ )u" ,  th is imply a c i i l ' lerent  mot ivat ion ' ]

57 
Li t . ra l  ly ,  " rcmainecl" .

' *  
L i t c r ' , r l l . u :  " huv i r r g  ea te r r " .

61

And they d id seven evi ls ,
God.  .

They destroyed the Lord's
I t .
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1 0 1

They were punished with seven punishments'according to the

, "uen t in t  theY did;se

Therefore sweat and labor' work and eartlt
60curses.

Sorrow, pangs of child-birth they received

They were strippecl of grace and glory, and

Garden.o'

were summoned as

as curses from God.6l

were cast outside the

103
They did not achieve divinity; by Death they were seized with

death.

They had been heavens, they became clay: they had been light

and became darkness'

They were
death.

They were
beasts.

to stay

in g lory

1 0 4

immortal; they were changed from life to

and honor; they became like the non-rational

1 0 5

The Garden remained without heir, for no-one remained there'

Alas for what happenedl Woe, for the great destruction of manl

they had eaten without

the d iv in i tY.

r06
and were blameless as concerns

r whi le there was contr i t ion. theY

blameworthY.

woulcl not have been verY

If

o

59 Lit"ral ly, "the seven sins' transgression"
ut 'Or, *"r.  cal led curses (Russell) '
o t  

c n  3 , 1 6
62 Thi, -uk". a l ist of seven' Gn 3:23

G n  3 : 1 7 - 1 9

Michae l  E .  S tone

107
Regret fu l ly  God took on mourning,

compassionate Father :
The f iery hosts took on nrourning,  a l l  the

For though they f-ell
deter iorat ing,

As much as in  the
inexhaust ib le.

fbr he was Lord and

ange l i c  ranks .

l l 0
through sin, they rrrul t ip l ied Iwhi le]  st i l l

Garden of Eden, which is eternal and

69

1 0 8
Beasts took on mourning. rept i les and catt le.  al l  b irc ls.
For they s. i lw their  k ing. Woe and alas and great weepingl

1 0 9
If  they hacl remainecl without sin.  fhe-v would have mulr ipl ied

in" ' the  Eden ic  Garden.
The Garden and earth would have been f i l led. and their

assumpt ion  Iwou ld  have been l  l i ke  Enoch 's . " *

l i l
He knows the cause of  the increase,  he who made everyth ing by

speec h.
Just  I ike the l ib  l iom Adam. b i r th  was 'uv i t l iout  Iabor .

t t 2
Man becanre d is tant  f rom God.  ancl  Gocl  wAS st i l l  i l

com passi onate Firther:
He made a garment  ot 'sk in and dressed Adam and Eve.6s

6.1 _

, . .  
l - i t c l u l l r  :  " l i r r " ' .

I lumirns woulc l  not  have r l icc l .  but  ha' , t  bccn assumecl  a l ivc.  as wirs l lnoclrt" (;n -r,r I
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1 1 3
be l ike one of us" is not spi te or envious

that in the future, the perfect Word will become

The saying "to
grudge,no

But the promise
man.ot

r 14
He expelled -them, cast them out, and they dwelt opposite the

Garden.68
So that continually they might look at it for the reason of

repentance.

1 1 5
The serpent..deprived of wings [wasl to crawl, eating dust,

twist ing,6e
For it made man into dust, and in its breast it held Satan.

1 1 6
Thirty years afier the expulsion, they received a command to

procreate:
They first bore the abominable Cain. the murderous child of

destruct ion.To

r l l
And then righteous Abel. When he was thirty years old,
He appointed him as pr iest and gave him leadershrp's honor.

1 1 8
He said. "If you areT' good, and always do justice,
Again will you enter the Garden, and remain immortar forever."

"  G n  3 : 2 )
u t  

L - . .  u  p romise  o f  the  Incarnat ron .
ut 

G., 3,24
o '  

Gn 2 ' . r4
to  

Co-pur "  s tanza 100.  Gn 4 : l
7l 

Plr l .ul  verbs throughout this stanza.

Mrchae l  E .  S tone 
7 l

I  l 9
Adam instructed his sons to be preparecl  for love of God.
To offer a sacr i f ic iar port ion to Gocl the Bestower of goodness.

120
Abel offered a sacrifice, and it was acceptable to Go<i.
Cain too made an off-ering, not u goäd one, ancl it was norp leas ing .

1 2 1
Abel.  the choicest of  the Iambs. with eager.  wi l l ing intenr,
But Cain. the most vi le of the produce. iseless, unf i t t ing.

1 2 2
When God did not accept [ i t ] .  he l=Cainl  c lrew away fr-om

brotherly love;
He said. "He goes into the Garden, and I  wi l l  remain outsic le. . ,7r

l2 . l
Cain committed seven sins, and his punishments were of the

same number:
The vi le gi t i  which he off 'ered; and his envy insread ofbrotherhood:

124
The innocent blood that he spi l t  _ a new. ungodly sin:
And he soi led the earth with the blood: he tef i  his parents sadntourning:

125
The arrogant answer. . .Am I a keeper, l . ,7r
For the Lord asked him compassionately.  for reason ofpen i tence.

, ; : f l l  t  th is  l ine is  in  thc presenr Lcnsc
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1 2 6
God said to Cain, "You remain permanenrly feeble.T+
You wai l ,  shake and quake, abominable to the race of man.

1 2 1
"You are leprous al l  over your body, and you wi l l

of rest.
Horns sprout on your head; .Cain comes, '  they wi l l

"And he who ki l ls
punishments."

For al l  of  Cain's progeny

have fio place

cal l  out.75

1 2 8
Cain. will suffer sevenfold seven

perished in the Flood.76

129
And Cain begat Enoch. and they were called sons of men:r,
Enoch [begatl Gayiridad, and he. the wicked Mahaliel.

1 3 0
Mahal iel  [begatf  Methusaleh. seventh generat ion of Cain,s

spawn.
Lamech had two wives, nurses of evi l  s ins.78

1 3 1
Lamech spoke with his wives. "overthrow the divine covenant.
Have sex with the race of Seth, who were named 'Sons of the

Lord' ."7e

7J'  
C n  4 : 1 2

t t  
G n  4 ,  r 5

76 
I.c..  they were not ki l led by other men.

"  G n  4 , r r - r 8
t *  G n  4 , r 9
1t)

Gn 6:2

Michael E. Stone

From Aclcla Ubal
And from Sela

' s m i l h e r y . n ' l

They rook paint and
wickedness;

They fel l  in with Serh.s

But  Ca in .  ueep ing .  sa id .
I  e l l  )  our  beas ts  lo  g ran t

Let us r€turn to the race 01,
firsf one:

Heot  hacl  s ix ty  sons an<1
revealed.

t" 
cn .r,2 I* ' c ; n . t , 2 2

N l  _ ,
I  D C f c  u ( . r c  l $ u  l t t t \ ( ) t r \  n a r n e t l  L l n t e c h :

8 j  
n ien l roned here :  anc l  one in  the  Se. th i te  l ineCn .4 :23

8 {
f ) r :  she.

t-t 
cn -5,3

1 3 2
was born, he was a musician, a singer.r( ,
Tubal was born, who practised the crafi

73

of

This Lamech ki l ted Cain-he ; : :" . ,  Enoch,s grandson_E2And he conf'essed 
l" _]ri, *;u.r,--*^^"o, nor to suffer thepun ishment  o f  Ca in .E j

133
ant imony,  the women teachers of

race, and what they clesirecl took place.

1 3 1
"Cod. Creator, Master,
nre a day of  death."

1 3 6
Seth.  From Adam, [came] Eve.  the

daughters.  whose names are not

^o"Jl;.;l;reover' begat ,",l,lt'no was a comrbrt ro his
And liom Seth En

gocldness.n,, 
os was Lrorn' a goocl man. a root .f

onc  rn  l hc  Ca in i t e  l i ne .  who
Enoch ' s  g ranc l son  (Gn  -5 :26 ) .

I S
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1 3 8

He who hoped in Gocl .  that  he is  car ing and merc i fu l  Father '87

He who cloes not forget us visits us, on the day of Resurrection'

139

The breath88 that Adam stripped off, the same Enos and Bnoch

They composed books, setting forth the existing things'

1 4 0

It is the food of the spirit and mind. instrumental forthe wisel

I t  is v is ionary l ike God. cognizant of the height of  the abyss'

l j l l

It is more valuable than gold, than silver and other necessities;

It is more precious than jewels, and is the spring of immortality'

t12
The day of Adam's death was in his nine hundred and thirt ieth

R qyear;
In the same and tenth year, Seth's end came.

1 4 3

Enos was one hundred and ninetyer years [when]
Kaynan;e2

The day of Enos' death arrived at the same span oI t lme'

nn 
Gn 5 ,6

tt 
Gn ,1,26

88 
Le., spir i t  or soul. This is a reference to Gn 2:7'

t '  
c n  5 , 5

90 
1 . . . . , ,1  910,  though Genes is  se ts  Seth 's  death  a t  912 years  Gn 5 :8

9l 
A.cor. i ing to rhe Almenian Bihle.

" Gn -5,9
e 3  

A t  9 0 5 ;  s e c  G n  5 : l l .

he

9 l

begat

Michae l  E .  S tone 75

111
Kaynan begat Mahalalel .  l re Ibegat l  Jared. Enoch's sire:"*
Veri l .v,  Jarecl  begat L,noch. sincere ancl gocl ly.e5

1z l5
Enoch heard from Adam that sin is the cause of death:
He begat Methusaleh and made a beginning of repentance. 'n

116
He ate nei ther  meat  nor  f ru i t .  but  only  the grass that  gfew.
And he set  a measure on h is  head.  saying,  " l  am not  worthy to

see the l reavens."" t

He announced the day
tr ibunal l

The  Lo rd  w i l l  come  w i th

141
of  resurrect ion,  the Parousia 's  fear fu l

nr-yr iad hosts.  wi th angel ic  armies.es

1' lu
The Lord God t ransferred h im to the Carden that  is  immorta l .
Lest  Lamech k i l l  h im.  an embodiment  of  malef icent  Satan.

1 .19
God rested on the seventh dayl  i t  was rest  and an abode.
Al though s in overcame l i f 'e .  [Enochl  overcame death by good.

9 f .  
G n  5 : 1 2 .  1 . 5

"  G n  5 , 1 l l
" ' '  c ;n 5:  I0
" t  Thia i ,  a reterence to a wi( lcs l ) rcacl  Arr .ncnian Enoch legencl
ot  

Ju. l "  I ' l -  I  5 c i tes I  f :noch |  :9


